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LAE 2023//ABOUT THE LAE 

The exclusive market media study 
for business-to-business communication 
The LAE (Leseranalyse Entscheidungsträger) has been published annually since 2011 and thus always offers 
up-to-date information on the target groups and advertising media included. The LAE specifics are special: 
With just under 8,000 respondents, even very top target groups can be planned within the LAE‘s „small“ 
basic total of around three million decision-makers. As before, the LAE attaches the greatest importance to 
the valid mapping of decision-maker target groups in business and administration. 

Its USP: The LAE is the only study that validly depicts the exclusive decision-maker target group with this 
precision and with the high sample size of around 8,000 decision-makers surveyed, and is therefore highly 
relevant, especially for B2B communications planning. This is also confirmed by the planners in the media 
agencies. In surveys of OMG media agencies, LAE is repeatedly rated as very important to important for 
their work by almost two-thirds of planners. 94% (compared to 80% in the last survey) consider LAE to be 
the leading planning file for B2B campaigns. 

EXCLUSIVE TARGET GROUP 
Concentration on the real decision-makers in business and administration 

EXCLUSIVE KNOWLEDGE 
Unique study that describes decision-making processes in companies and B2B markets in detail 

EXCLUSIVE MEDIA 
Concentration on the print media relevant to decision-makers and their online offerings 

Source: www.lae.de

Senior 
executives

1,873 thousand

Senior 
officials 

236 thousand

Self-employed 
(min. 6 employees)

552 thousand
Liberal professions 
(min. 1 additional 

employee) 
423 thousand 

LAE
3.08 Mio.
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Decision maker  B2B

47 years 92% 
Male

58% 
have a university degree. 

19% 
work in the ICT 
industry. 

48% 
work in companies 
with more than 100 
employees. 

21% 
have an education in the 
field of engineering/ 
technology

79% 
have a personal annual 
income of € 80,000 and 
more.

90% 
highly educated 
(at least A-levels) 

75% 
are executives.

The professional decision-maker on heise online

heise online reaches 363,000 B2B decision-makers. These are predominantly male, 
25% of the users are under 40 years old. They are highly educated, more than half have 
a university or college degree. 

The educational backgrounds of our users are diverse: in addition to computer science, 
engineering/technology and business/law, the users have an education in the natural 
sciences/medicine or a commercial education. 

One fifth of the users work in the ICT industry. Other industries in which the heise online 
users are the service sector in the scientific/technical field, metal/mechanical enginee-
ring and the manufacture of data processing equipment. 

Nearly 75% of users are senior executives, mostly in corporate and management (28%), 
HR/Human Resources (30%) and IT/Data Processing (29%). 

87% are ICT decision-makers, 81% are sole/co-decision-makers in the area of administ-
ration/organization/IT. 

LAE 2023

Source: LAE 2023, population; the respective share in the heise online user community is shown. 
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1-19 employees 

20-99 employees

100-499 employees 

500 and more employees 

Education sector

Natural Sciences/Medicine/Pharmacy 

Architecture/Engineering 

Industrial engineer 

Computer Science 

Engineering/Technology 

Economics/Legal studies

Humanities 

Commercial education

Craft

Other area 

20%

5%

5%

25%

21%

20%

15%

17%

8%

15%

21%

22%

16%

31%

Company sizes 

LAE 2023

Source: LAE 2023, population; the respective share in the heise online user community is shown. 

Information and communication

Professional, scientific and technical activities

Health and social services

Manufacture Data processing equipment, electronic and optical products, electrical equipment

Metal, mechanical engineering, manufacture of other goods, repair and installation of machinery

Manufacture of motor vehicles, transport equipment

Wholesale and retail trade; repair of motor vehicles and motorcycles

Provision of other business activities

Chemical industry incl. glass industry, ceramics, stone, earth, coking industry

Provision of financial and insurance services 

Mining, energy, water supply, recycling 

Transport and storage 

Construction 

Manufacture of wood, paper, printing, furniture 

Manufacture of food products, beverages, textiles, leather

Agriculture, forestry, fishing and aquaculture 

other

Industries 

19%  (Index 272)

12%

8% 

8%  (Index 199)

10% (Index 102)

7%  (Index 147)

8%

6%

3%

4%

2% 

2%

2%

1%

1%

0%

19%

These industries are currently in the spotlight: 
The proportion of B2B decision-makers who are active here is particularly high at heise online - the index shows it.
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LAE 2023//SENIOR EXECUTIVES

heise online users decide, advise and make decisions for acquisitions, for strategic orien-
tations and for subsequent investment decisions alone or in a team.  Closer to home, 
they occupy a permanent place in all areas of work within the management levels.

The top management level, as the highest level of management or leadership, is 
respon-sible for the course a company takes - across all company sizes.  The positions 
range from CEO to CIO, from the board of directors to the president of the executive 
board - all of them authorised to sign.

Note:
The affinity is presented as an index and is a measure of the target group proximity of the 
medium or media plan.

Example: An index of 123 means, for example, that the share of the target group in the 
medium in question is 23% higher than in the defined population. 
(Source: Medimach)

Index Share in percent

brandeins.de 34 

capital.de 29 

heise.de 28

faz.net 29 

focus.de 26 

handelsblatt.com 32 

manager-magazin.de 32 

spiegel.de 27 

stern.de 26 

Süddeutsche.de 25 

welt.de 28 

wirtschaftswoche.de 32 

zeit.de 29 

Overall or sub-area management by work area: 
Corporate and management 

           135

                  116

            109

 115

                   104

                   127

      125

105

       103

           100

             111

               125

           115

Source: LAE 2023, population; the respective share of heise online users and the respective index are shown. 



6

Index Share in percent

brandeins.de 26

capital.de 24

heise.de 21

faz.net 24

focus.de 22

handelsblatt.com 27

manager-magazin.de 25

spiegel.de 22

stern.de 22

Süddeutsche.de 21

welt.de 24

wirtschaftswoche.de 25

zeit.de 24

Index Share in percent

brandeins.de 18

capital.de 15

heise.de 17

faz.net 15

focus.de 14

handelsblatt.com 17

manager-magazin.de 18

spiegel.de 14

stern.de 14

Süddeutsche.de 13

welt.de 14

wirtschaftswoche.de 17

zeit.de 15

                              127

                  116

          100

                 116

      105

                             129

                     119

                  107

     105

            103

              113

               122

           115

                               135

                               112

              127

                   110

                       103

                       126

                          130

                      101

               106

         96

              104

            126

         110

LAE 2023//SENIOR EXECUTIVES

Overall or sub-area management by work area: 
Technical management

Overall or sub-area management by work area: 
Commercial management

Within the area of commercial management and leadership, heise online users are also above ave-
rage in filling key positions such as CFO in large companies. The functional areas include finance 
and accounting, including taxes, controlling, IT and human resources. Almost one fifth of the users 
work in this area. 

In the professional environment of technical management and leadership, heise online users in B2B 
are way ahead: The proportion of technical directors, technical board members or chief technology 
officers (CTO) is 27 percent higher among users than in the basic population of the target group. 

Source: LAE 2023, population; the respective share of heise online users and the respective index are shown. 
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Index Share in percent

brandeins.de 70

capital.de 76

heise.de 81

faz.net 74

focus.de 76

handelsblatt.com 76

manager-magazin.de 77

spiegel.de 75

stern.de 75

Süddeutsche.de 73

welt.de 74

wirtschaftswoche.de 77

zeit.de 76

         98

                              106

                                                113

                                104

                         105

                               107

                               107

                                 104

                                    105

                         101

                                 104

                               107

                                       106

LAE 2023//DECISION-MAKERS

Sole/delegation/co-decision-maker administration, organisation, IT: 
ICT decision-makers (IT total + communication systems)

Not surprisingly, but clearly - the heise online user has over two-thirds ICT decision-makers in its ranks 
- a user group with an above-average affinity to the target group, as the index proves. And leading in 
the comparison. Anyone who wants to reach these decision-makers in a budget-efficient way is in good 
hands at heise.de.

The LAE summarises the following product areas under the umbrella term ICT:
• IT hardware (e.g. desktop PC, notebook, tablet, server, switches)
• Software/ IT services/ consulting
• Internet/ e-commerce/ intranet
•π Communication systems, such as telephone system, smartphone, mobile phone

Source: LAE 2023, population; the respective share in the heise online user community and the respective index are shown.

Not surprisingly, but clearly - the heise online user has over two-thirds ICT decision-
makers in its ranks – an above-average user group with an affinity for the target 
group, as the index proves. And leading in the comparison. Anyone who wants to 
reach these decision-makers in a budget-efficient way is in good hands at heise.de. 

The LAE combines the following product areas under the umbrella term ICT: 
• IT hardware (e.g. desktop PC, notebook, tablet, server, switches) 
• Software/ IT services/ Consulting 
• Internet/ E-Commerce/ Intranet 
• Communication systems, such as telephone system, smartphone, mobile phone 
 

If you are curious and want to know more about our performance in the LAE, 
get in touch with us! 
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If you are interested and would like to 
know more about our performance in 
the LAE, get in touch!Your Contact

The Team

Bastian Laudien
Sales Director Digital

phone: +49 511 53 52 743

bastian.laudien@heise.de

Ralph Lockwood
phone: +1 408 879-6666

ralph.lockwood@husonmedia.com

Huson International Media 

UNITED STATES

www.husonmedia.com

USA & Canada Advertising Sales Office

Mei Chang
phone: +886-2-2882-5577

mei@mediagate.com.tw

Media Gate Group Cp., Ltd. 

TAIWAN

www.mediagate.com.tw

Asian Adverting Sales Office

Emmanuel Bloh
phone: + 44-20-7611-1900

emmanuel@mercury-publicity.com

MERCURYPUBLICITY 

UK

www.mercury-publicity.com

UK Adverting Sales Office


